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President Elect: 

Mark Halleck 
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Donna Rueby 
Jim & Jennifer Stevens 
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Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 
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Lynn Lucas 
Mary Lou Purello 

Treasurer: 
Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Kay Nelson 

Chaplain: 
Father Felix Osasona 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Fri. Mar. 6, Seminarians vs Priest Basketball Game, Tailgating at 5:00 pm, Delmar Field 
House, 2020 Magnum Road, Houston. 

March 23, Serra Monthly Meeting. Father Ralph Roberts is our guest speaker.

Nominating Committee has formed and are seeking 
new Board members.  It is only a 2 year 
commitment.   Please consider contacting Doug 
Reed, dougrdo@gmail.com, if you would like more 
information.   As a board member, I can attest it is 
so very satisfying to be part of this awesome board.  Would you be 
interested in the position of Treasurer, or Secretary, or Membership, or 
Programs?   Also, would you like to learn how to create a newsletter and 
act as backup?   Or, do you know someone you would recommend? Please 
prayerfully consider these positions.  


Mary Lou

TAILGATE PARTY 

Join other Serrans operating the tailgate party before 

the Seminarian vs Priest Basketball Game on 
March 6.  

Can you help?   Contact Melia, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:dougrdo@gmail.com
mailto:dougrdo@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Lent is a time of  reflection, preparation and thankfulness. We take time to consider 
how prayer, fasting, and almsgiving can move us closer to God. It is a season when we 
look for God’s hand in our endeavors. I am so incredibly thankful for your generous 
gifts of  participation and support that make it possible for our club to do all that we do.  

It is through the direction of  the Holy Spirit that we remain focused on prayer through 
our sponsorship of  Exposition and Benediction, by fostering prayer through the 
Vocation Prayer Contest, and by participation in the Easter Spiritual Bouquet. We 
continually pray for our seminarians, priests & religious, and for the vocation directors, 
Fr. Richard McNeillie, Fr. Sean Magaldi, Fr. Michael Casey, and Fr. James Dodson, 
thanks specifically to our Seven Serrans group. I am certain that you will prayerfully 
consider and respond generously with your intentions, which will create a magnificent 
bouquet of  prayer to uplift and encourage throughout the next year. 

I have pondered how we, as a club, enter into fasting. Do we practice self-denial, 
restraint, or conversion that ensures that God is our focus? Is what we do, for the glory of  God’s divine 
purpose for vocations? These are important questions whose correct answers keep us centered on the true 
purpose that drew each one of  us to enter into work for vocations. This process of  evaluation and 
redirection is the main focus of  the board, and for you too, as your help and impute is critically needed and 
actively desired. 

Your generosity is what makes all we do possible. Your membership dues fund the budget that allows our 
club to make a difference. At every “pass the hat” opportunity, you respond charitably. You are an 
inspiration. The tailgate at the Priest vs Seminarian Basketball Game is another opportunity our club has 
been blessed with that enables us to give of  ourselves. For those of  you who have the ability to be there to 
volunteer, you have my deepest gratitude. For the rest of  you, please pray for us and keep an open heart for 
the next opportunity to give. 

Lenten Blessings 

Melia

Message from Our President
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It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Tony Benvegnu introduced a dynamic speaker, Transitional Deacon Will Rooney.  Deacon Will is in his 
last year at the Seminary and will be ordained on June 27, 2020, at St. William Church in Round Rock, 
TX. 

Deacon Will, an A & M graduate with a BS in Ag Engineering, shared his 
vocation story.  His journey began when he encountered Jesus at his Baptism as 
a child.  He grew up in a Catholic home, but, as he shared, they attended 

Sunday Mass and Holy Days, and were not particularly strong or involved in the 
church. Eventually though, his mother noticed something in him, and when he was 14 years of  age 
she sent him on a three day retreat.  While he was not excited to go, it was on this retreat that he 
encountered Jesus in a special way and became an active disciple. In confession he saw love and 
mercy in that priest and so confirmed his desire to serve the Lord.   

However, there are many years from desire to firm commitment.  It takes a long time to say, “yes”. 
After graduation from high school he sought advice and struggled with a decision as to go to college or the seminary.  He 
was directed in the right direction, and was advised to go to A & M, but stay close to Jesus.   

Time at A & M was good, and his roommates were strong Catholics, and, St. 
Mary’s at College Station is a great influence for students.  There was and is a 
strong sense of  community at this church. 

What can we do to promote vocations?  “Invite youth to help people and ask 
them, have you ever considered being a religious?   Just say it!”  Deacon Will, as 
an altar server had an elderly church Deacon who would frequently, ask him that 

question, and point out the qualities he saw in Will that prompted that question. 

“I have never regretted this decision to follow Christ.  I am happy and grateful for the Lord’s call.  I 
cannot wait to be a priest.” 

As a young boy, when asked what he wanted to be, he would answer, “Train engineer, astronaut, or 
priest.” 

How wonderful that Will said, “Yes” to God’s call.

Donna, what are you telling Deacon Will?
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It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship
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Jim Stevens spoke to us about the Spiritual Bouquet Prayer Intentions 
that will be sent to our religious.   By now you should have already received a sign up 
email from Jim.  If  you did not, please do contact him, jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com. 

We will be sending over 75 Spiritual Bouquet cards to our religious. This is a large spiritual 
undertaking that needs your prayers and offerings on behalf  of  these special men and women.    

Donna will again design the card that will be sent to the religious.  And, your intentions 
will be collected electronically from Jim, using Google Forms.   March 27 is our 
deadline to respond and sign the form.  We, as in the past, will receive a reminder as to 
our planned intentions.  Our goal is to show the religious that we are praying for them.   

SERRA CLUB IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

Donna Rueby presented information regarding the prayer contest. The winners are 
chosen!  We received 531 prayers!  Prayers were received from the students from St. 
Mary Magdalene, St. Martha, and St. Martha CCE.  The task was huge and Donna 
thanks all of  the volunteers who read their section of  prayers and selected the winners.  
Winners were chosen for each grade level. The winners will receive a certificate, ribbon, 
a wooden cross, and a miraculous medal graciously donated by Ann Purcel.  The 1st 
place winners will receive a rosary, and their prayer will be published in a special 
booklet to be used with the Chalice for Vocations.  Their prayer will also be published in 
the church bulletin.  What an exciting time for students and their families to focus on 
vocation.

WE WON! 

A big thank you to all who made this award possible.  I 
am just the arranger who places articles that are 
recommended in a certain place.  A very big thank 
you to Melia, who writes the Letter from the 
President each month; thank you to Tony who 
secures interesting speakers; thank you to Donna, 

who with her sharp eyes catches all my mistakes; and thank you to Lynn who had to 
go through hoops to send it our via Flocknote when I was out of  town; thank you to 
Arlane and Sandie who send information to me.  And finally a thank you to all who 
have sent pictures or  articles.    

I am blessed to be part of  Serra. 
Mary Lou

mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
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Remembering Vocations in your Lenten Devotions—2020  
"Prayer itself, born in Catholic families, nurtured by programs of  Christian formation, strengthened by the grace of  the sacraments, is the first 

means by which we come to know the Lord’s will for our lives. To the extent that we teach young people to pray, and to pray well, we will be 
cooperating with God’s call. Programs, plans and projects have their place; but the discernment of  a vocation is above all the fruit of  an intimate 
dialogue between the Lord and his disciples. Young people, if  they know how to pray, can be trusted to know what to do with God’s call." Pope 
Benedict XVI  

 February 26—Ash Wednesday: “The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of  God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a 
burden to be borne. On the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be part of  a 
great undertaking. He opens before our eyes the horizon of  a greater sea and an abundant catch.”1  
1 Pope Francis, 2019 World Day of  Vocations      2 A New Evangelization, The Synod of  Bishops for America, July 15, 1999   3 Message of  his Holiness Benedict XVI for 
Lent 2006  4 Message of  His Holiness Pope John-Paul II for Lent 2003 5 Pope Francis, 23rd World Day for Consecrated Life 6 Arlington Diocese Prayer for Vocations  

© 2020, Arlington Catholic Diocese, Arlington, VA  
March 1—First Sunday of  Lent: “How can we fail to thank God today for all those missionaries who for five centuries 
of  history were committed to the evangelization of  the Continent? … Many of  their names are known to us because they 
have been raised to the glory of  the altars. But most of  those missionaries remain unknown, the majority of  them Religious, 
to whom America owes much, not only religiously but also culturally.”2 A vocation is a gift and a calling from Christ 
Himself.  
March 8—Second Sunday of  Lent: “…if  we are to promote development in its fullness, our own “gaze” upon 
mankind has to be measured against that of  Christ. In fact, it is quite impossible to separate the response to people’s 
material and social needs from the fulfillment of  the profound desires of  their hearts. ”3 As part of  his plan for the salvation 
of  humanity; we must accept His call.  
March 15—Third Sunday of  Lent: “… do not tire of  proclaiming to a world hungry for truth the living Christ, our 
sole salvation. He alone is our peace; he alone is that richness from which we can always receive strength and inner joy.”2 
We pray for priests to lead our celebration.  
March 22—Fourth Sunday of  Lent: “Lent is a season of  intense prayer, fasting and concern for those in need. It offers 
all Christians an opportunity to prepare for Easter by serious discernment about their lives, with particular attention to the 
word of  God, which enlightens the daily journey of  all who believe.”4  
March 29—Fifth Sunday of  Lent: “This then is the consecrated life: … It is a living encounter with the Lord in his 
people. It is a call to the faithful obedience of  daily life and to the unexpected surprises from the Spirit. It is a vision of  what 
we need to embrace in order to experience joy: Jesus.”5 Through our prayers and sacrifices for vocations, God seeks holy 
men and women to teach and lead His flock.  
April 5—Palm Sunday: “Fasting and almsgiving, which, together with prayer, the Church proposes in a special way 
during the Lenten Season, are suitable means for us to become conformed to this “gaze”. The examples of  the saints and 
the long history of  the Church’s missionary activity provide invaluable indications of  the most effective ways to support 
development.” 3 Pray for vocations and support ministries to those who are in need.  
April 10—Good Friday: “Christ offers his own example and issues the invitation to follow him. He asks those who hear 
his voice to give their lives for others. This sacrifice is a source of  self-fulfillment and joy, as is seen in the eloquent example 
of  those men and women who, leaving all security behind, have not hesitated to risk their lives as missionaries in different 
parts of  the world.”4 We must reflect upon the need for enough priests to minister to the needs of  the faithful by 
celebrating the mass.”  
Prayer for Vocations 6  
Heavenly Father, Lord of  the harvest, call forth vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life from our diocese and our 
families. Inspire men to imitate Christ, the Eternal High Priest, in sacrificial service to your Church. Move the hearts of  
men and women to offer themselves wholly to You in poverty, chastity and obedience. Send them as laborers for Your 
harvest. Inspire the faithful to support them with prayers and sacrifice. Raise up holy families who foster openness to your 
call. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  

Amen 

Lenten devotional piece prepared by a Serran for use in the Arlington Catholic Diocese, Arlington, VA. and 
shared by USA Council of Serra International
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m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  f o r  t h e s e  e v e n t s

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, 
Mar. 6, after the 8:30 Mass

St. Martha 6 Saints Series

Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations 
at St. Martha 

• every 2nd Tuesday after the 7:00 pm Mass 
• every 2nd Friday after the 8:30 a.m. Mass
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Fri. Mar. 6, First 6 Saints Series, Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, St. Martha, after the 8:30 Mass 
• Fri. Mar. 6, Seminarians vs Priest Basketball Game, Tailgating at 5:00 pm, Delmar Field House, 2020 Magnum 

Road, Houston. 
• Tues. Mar. 10, Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Mar. 13, Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha  
• Thurs. Mar. 19, Outreach Mass, St. John of  the Cross, 20000 TX Loop, New Caney.  8:30 

a.m. (wear Serra Shirt) 
• Mon. Mar. 23, Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s 6:30 p.m. Guest speaker will be Father 

Ralph Roberts from St. Martha. 

March Birthdays  
10 - Deacon John Schuster 
12 - Fr. Joseph Nguyen the Hieu, St.Leo the 
Great 
15 - Fr. Ralph Roberts, St. Martha 
19 - Danny Miller 
19 - Frater Lazarus, St. Michael’s Abbey 
26 - Kathy Ward 
31 - Mary Lou Purello

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 

marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org 
https://serra10.com 

March Anniversaries of Ordination 

11 - Sr. Marillac Njoku 
21 - Sr. Jane Michael 

• Abundant prayers and blessings to 
Doug Reed as he is instituted into the 
ministry of candidate for the order of 
deacon.  

• Prayers of thanksgiving and joy as DeeAnna and 
Charlie Garland finally return to their home after 
the flood.  

• Please pray for DeeAnna and the repose of the 
soul of her sister, Patricia Crouch who died  
recently.  

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

The constant command of the Bible is this: what you have received as a gift, 
give as a gift—and you will find the original gift multiplied and enhanced. 
God’s grace, precisely because it is grace, cannot be held on to; rather, it is had 
only in the measure that it remains grace—that is to say, a gift given away. 
God’s life, in a word, is had only on the fly. One realizes this truth when one 
enters willingly into the loop of grace, giving away that which one is receiving. 

Bishop Barron

from: Ginger Snaps, Fun Thoughts on Life,  
compiled by Dian Ritter 

Happiness is a by-product of  an effort to make someone else happy 
Kindness is the golden chain by which society is bound together 
When a deep injury is done to us, we never recover until we forgive. 
He who seeks God has already found Him. 
A daily look in “The Good Book” will make us more lovable and the day more livable. 
Every person is on God’s most wanted list.

Thoughts During Lent 
• “The world offers you comfort, but you were not made for comfort.  You were made for greatness.”           

 Pope Benedict XVI 
• “Hold your eyes on God and leave the doing to Him.  That is all the doing you have to worry about.”        

St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
• “The devil fears hearts on fire with love of God.”                                                                                                          

St. Catherine of Siena 
https://mycatholic.life/Inspiring-Quotes/

“Do not be ashamed when the Son of Man returns.”
Excerpt from Father Jonathan’s homily at daily Mass.


